Role of growth factors in pancreatic endocrine cells. Growth and differentiation.
Although previously thought to arise from neural ectoderm, the endocrine cells of the gastrointestinal system are now believed to derive from endoderm. The role of different growth factors in initiation of endocrine cell growth, commitment of the cells to a particular growth pathway, and the initiation and maintenance of tumor growth and remission remains unclear. This article briefly reviews factors controlling cell growth and differentiation of gastrointestinal endocrine cells and presents data on new candidate growth factors pertinent to the authors' model of induction of endocrine cell differentiation in the pancreas.